
Leicester Lane, Enderby: An 
Archaeological Evaluation 
by Josephine Sharman and Patrick Clay 

Aerial reconnaissance in 1989 revealed a sub-rectangular enclosure 
350m south of an Iron Age enclosure excavated in 1983-4. An 
evaluation excavation in advance of proposed development revealed 
evidence of similar Iron Age occupation and early Saxon burials. 

Introduction 

Aerial reconnaissance by James Pickering, in August 1989, located cropmarks in 
pasture, of a sub-rectangular enclosure (SP 550 999 SMR No. 59NW.DW) with, to the 
south, another cropmark of a possible ditch north of Leicester Lane, Enderby (illus. 1 
and 4). Faint crop marks of other possible ditch systems could be postulated to the north 
of the enclosure. Also, visible 150m east of the enclosure, was a linear parchmark on a 
north-east to south-west alignment close to the projected alignment of the Roman Fosse 
Way (illus. 4). These crop and parchmarks showed above a boulder clay subsoil at a 
height of 68m O.D. This area, 5 km (3.15 miles) south-west of Leicester and 1.5 km 
(0.95 miles) north-east of Enderby is of considerable interest archaeologically as it is 
350m south of a known Iron Age settlement (illus. 2, Enclosure 1. SMR No. 59NW.EU) 
excavated by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit in 1983 and 1984 (Clay 1982; Clay 
1983; Clay forthcoming). Both the excavated site and the cropmarks are within an area 
of proposed development. 

Aims 

The aims of the evaluation were to assess the archaeological implications of the proposed 
development. Since the northernmost enclosure (1) had been excavated, and the 
surrounding field walked for archaeological remains, the evaluation was restricted to the 
fields containing the cropmarks. The specific aims of the evaluation were to provide 
information on:-

the extent and character of archaeological deposits affected by the proposed 
development; 

11 the state of preservation of these deposits including the potential for the survival of 
environmental information; 

iii the date range of these deposits; 
iv the importance of these deposits at a local, regional and national level; 
v an assessment of any further work required in advance of the development. 

Methods 

Trial trenches (Im wide) were opened by JCB 3C with a dyking bucket in the areas of 
the cropmarks. Trenches were also opened to search for features not visible as 
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cropmarks. Following topsoil removal by JCB, the areas were cleaned by hand, planned 
and sample deposits excavated. Soil samples were taken for sieving to assess the potential 
survival of environmental information. The finds and records are deposited with 
Leicestershire Museums, Arts and Records Service (Acc. No . A81.1990) . 

The Trial Trenches 

The description of the trial trenches has been divided into three areas (illus. 3). 

Area 1 

Ten trial trenches were opened in the area of the sub-rectangular cropmark (illus. 5). 
Archaeological deposits were encountered at a depth of c.0.30m in seven trenches. 
Three trenches (Tr. 6, 7 and 18) were widened to examine archaeological features where 
this could provide important information on the character of the site. 

A ditch F3 (illus. 5) c.4.0m in width was encountered in five trenches (Tr. 3, 4, 6, 7 
and 8). From its location in relation to the cropmark (illus. 5) this was the main enclosure 
ditch. This was sectioned in two places (Tr. 6 and 7 illus. 7) and revealed as a wide, flat 
bottomed ditch with gently sloping sides (c.30 degrees) c.4.0m wide and 0.8m deep. 
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2. Cropmarks of enclosures and ditches and parchmark of Fosse Way 

Fills of yellowish brown silty clay loam, yellowish brown sandy clay and light brownish 
grey silty clay were present in this ditch. No finds were recovered from this feature. 

Two gullies Fl2 and F37 were located in Tr. 6, 7.5m to north-east ofF3. These formed 
an arc c.4 m in radius with drainage run-off gullies (F27, F34) to the north which also 
delineated a possible entrance. Anglo-Saxon pottery was present in Fl2 and a cremation 
in a Saxon pottery vessel was recovered from F27. A shallow circular feature Fl3 was 
revealed to the south of Fl2. Dark greyish brown sandy loam fills with much charcoal 
were present in these features which contained Iron Age pottery and animal bone. 

Similar curved gullies (Fl9, F23, F35) were revealed 10 m to the north-east in Tr. 6 
and 18. Within the area examined these demarcated an area of 0.7m diameter. An 
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entrance was present to the east with a linear ditch F22 aligned east-west at its centre. 
Two other features F20 and F21 were located to the west of F22 and a post hole F24 was 
revealed 3m west ofFl 9. Iron Age pottery and animal bone was recovered from the dark 
grey sandy loam fills in these features. 

Two drainage gullies were revealed in Tr.7 within the eastern part of the enclosure. 
F28 aligned east-west was joined by F25 aligned north-south to the south. Iron Age 
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4. Cropmark of enclosure 2 from the west 

pottery and animal bone was present in the dark grey sandy clay loam fills. An Anglo
Saxon cremation burial in an upright pottery vessel was located south of the junction of 
F25 and F28 (ill us. 9. 7). A hearth F 11 was located 2 m west of F25. 

Other north-south aligned drainage gullies were located in Tr.8 (Fl8) and Tr.18 
(F40). A pit or post hole (F26) was revealed west of Fl8 in Tr.8. Anglo-Saxon pottery 
was present in Fl8. 

Within the enclosure a clay deposit, c.0.25m, thick flecked with sand and charcoal and 
containing some sherds of Iron Age pottery was revealed .. Whilst most features cut this 
deposit others were only revealed beneath it. The deposit was not evident in an area 
immediately within the enclosure ditch. Other features were revealed outside the 
enclosure ditch. 

A ditch F4 on a north-west south-east alignment was revealed 3m outside the 
enclosure ditch F3 in Tr.6. This contained a dark yellowish brown silty clay loam. A 
ditch F2 c.3m wide was located in Tr. l, 2 and 3 to the south of the enclosure (illus. 6). 
The position of the ditch confirms the cropmark evidence here and in Area 3 (see 
below). 

Area 2 (illus. 3) 

Seven trenches (Tr.9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 20) were opened to the north and north-west 
of the enclosure ,to locate possible ditch systems visible as faint parchmarks ,and to 
sample areas where features may not show as cropmarks. No features were revealed 
except a shallow north-south aligned ditch O. 64m deep (F6) to the west of Tr. l O. No 
finds were recovered from the brown clay fill. 

Area 3 (illus. 3) 

Five trenches were opened in the field to the east of the enclosure to examine the 
cropmarks of a ditch running north-west south-east (see also Area 1) and the possible 
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9. Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon Pottery. Scale 1:4. 

course of the Roman Fosse Way. Three trenches (13, 21 and 22) were opened to the 
south of the field . A ditch Fl 5 to the north of Tr.21 corresponded with the position of 
the cropmark and is almost certainly the same as F2 . This was c.3.0m wide and 0.74m 
deep and contained a dark greyish brown silty clay loam with pebbles. Stone. and 19th 
century ceramic land drains were present in this feature which also contained Roman 
and medieval (Potters Marston ware) pottery. Another ditch, F14, was located in Tr.13 
and 22 on an east-west alignment whilst two north-south aligned ditches F9 and FlO 
were located towards the centre ofTr.21, all with brown clay loam fills but with no finds. 

Two trenches (14 and 15) were opened across the projected line of the Roman Fosse 
Way also suggested by a parchmark. These revealed areas of flat granite blocks, pebble, 
flint and tile c.5.0m wide (illus. 8). No side ditches were revealed. 

Discussion 

The evaluation has confirmed an archaeological origin for activity during the Iron Age 
and Saxon periods in the area of the cropmarks revealed by aerial photography. Trial 
trenching in Area 1 has shown that the sub-rectangular cropmark is of an enclosure of 
late Iron Age date (c.175 BC -AD 43) . From the style and fabric of the Iron Age pottery 
recovered this is probably contemporary with the enclosure excavated in 1983.,-4. The 
enclosure is c.0.5 ha .in area approximately one third the area of enclosure 1 (illus. 2), 
although early phases of that enclosure were of similar size and shape. The depth and 
width of the enclosure ditch on both sites suggests that it was partially defensive in 
function. These two enclosures are similar to other small defended farmsteads known 
from the other locations in the Midlands (Dix and Jackson, 1989). 

The interior of the enclosure revealed archaeological features ,including several 
drainage gullies necessary for settlement on a boulder clay subsoil. Curved gullies, 
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revealed in trenches 6 and 18, are probably penannular eaves drips surrounding circular 
buildings similar to others excavated in enclosure 1. Although only one post hole was 
revealed, others may be present in areas not examined or the walls may have consisted of 
turf or cob set directly on to the ground surface (Knight 1984, 143). Domestic debris 
from the area including pottery, animal bone and a fired clay loomweight, suggests that 
the gullies surrounded living areas for people. 

Two cremation burials in Anglo-Saxon pottery vessels were revealed by the trial 
trenches and Anglo-Saxon pottery was also located in other features in Area 1. This 
might indicate the presence of a cremation cemetery in the area or the possible re-use of 
the site during the Saxon period. Some Saxon pottery and a possible grubenhauser was 
also revealed during the survey and excavation of Enclosure 1 (Clay forthcoming). It is 
possible that these sites were still visible as earthworks by the 5th and 6th centuries AD 
and may have been utilised by Saxon settlers. This later re-occupation of Iron Age sites 
is suggested for other areas for example Mucking, Essex (Jones, 1974) and Fisherwick, 
Staffordshire (Smith (ed.), 1979, 33) . 
. The clay deposit located within the enclosure is potentially of great importance. 
Evidence of stratification of this kind is rare on rural sites affected by plough damage. Its 
origin is unclear but it may be a colluvial deposit (plough wash), which built up at the 
bottom of a slope (Limbrey, 1978 25) or, as the site is on impermeable boulder clay and 
near water, it may have suffered from seasonal flooding. Over a period of time this may 
have led to the accumulation of a flood deposit. Whatever its origin, its potential for 
demonstrating different phases of occupation and the preservation of buried features 
makes this of great significance. Initial examination suggests that the Iron Age features 
are sealed by the deposit while the Saxon features may cut into its surface. 

Areas 2 and 3 revealed more ephemeral evidence of archaeological activity. Ditch 
systems to the north and south of the enclosure may have delineated fields. Although 
medieval pottery was recovered from the ditch (F2) to the south it may have had an 
earlier origin. The Roman Fosse Way was revealed in two locations. Post-Roman 
ploughing had severely abraded the road and only a few stones survived (illus.8). 

This evaluation confirms the importance of this area in the understanding of Iron Age 
settlement on boulder clay subsoils. Few excavations of this type of enclosure have been 
undertaken on clayland and the comparison between the two enclosures may be of great 
significance. The presence of Anglo-Saxon material within both enclosure areas is 
potentially of great importance and it is hoped that further work may elucidatl! the 
nature of this later activity. 

The Finds 

The Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon Pottery Sheila M. Elsdon 

The evaluation trenches in the area of Enclosure 2 produced small quantities of both 
Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon pottery. Identification of these different types of pottery can 
be problematical as both periods used hand made pottery fired at a relatively low 
temperature. Body sherds are very difficult to date and identification has depended on 
pottery form. The Iron Age pottery is based on the type series established for Enclosure 
1 (Elsdon forthcoming) and a detailed fabric and form description is available in the site 
archive. The assemblage from Enclosure 2 is very similar to that from Enclosure 1 
consisting of a group of East Midlands Scored Ware (Ancaster-Breedon ware). These 
include large jars with flat or slightly hollowed rims (ill us. 9 .1) which have regular scores 
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probably made with a grooved stick. The other forms include a bead rim (illus. 9.2), a 
regularly scored base (illus. 9.3) and a perforated base perhaps associated with cheese 
making (illus. 9.4). A few sherds of VCP (very coarse pottery) usually associated with 
salt making and a fragment of a loomweight were also present. 

Anglo-Saxon pottery was located from F12, F18, F24, F25 and F27. Two vessels 
were simple bowl shapes (illus. 9.5) from C12 whilst two more contained cremation 
burials. The first of these was found upright in the angle between two ditches F25 and 
F28 (ill us. 9. 7) . The um is undecorated and of a type which is found at the Pagan Saxon 
cemetery at Millgate, Newark and conventionally dated from the earlier 5th to the earlier 
7th centuries AD (Kingsley, 1989) . Fragments of a second um were located in F27 
(illus. 9.6). This has a hard dark grey fabric, similar to pottery located in Enclosure 1, 
and a rounded base. 

Animal Bone Identified by Ian Baxter 

A similar assemblage of animal bone to that found in Enclosure 1 (Gouldwell 
forthcoming) was recovered. The species represented were cattle, sheep-goat, horse and 
pig with cattle and sheep being the most common. All these were from Iron Age features 
and would suggest that these animals were kept by the inhabitants of the enclosure. 
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